	Chapter I - General provisions

	Article 1:

(Status, name and registered seat office)


1. It is hereby created, for an unlimited time, a non-profit association named RIU "Associação de Profissionais de Relações Internacionais de Instituições de Ensino Superior Portuguesas" [Association of International Relations Professionals from Portuguese Higher Education Institutions].

2. The Association's registered seat office is in Coimbra, Portugal, and will be located temporarily in facilities granted by the University of Coimbra, in Rua Castro Matoso nº 12 B, 3000-104 Coimbra, Portugal.


Article 2:

(Means of action - Scope and powers)


1. The Association has the power to sign and ratify conventions, protocols or other agreements with national or foreign entities, namely aiming towards the accomplishment of joint actions included in the scope of the association statutes.

2. The Association has also the power to affiliate, associate or adhere to similar organizations, national or foreign.


Article 3:

(Aims)

To be a forum for the discussion of issues related to the Higher Education and its internationalization; to promote the cooperation between the ones in charge of the internationalization in the multiple national and international institutions; to create and define joint methodologies; consultancy.

Further aims of the Association:

a) to develop and promote initiatives aiming for proper training, recycling and increasing professional value of its founding and ordinary associates;

b) to create a favoured forum for the discussion of issues related to the Higher Education and its internationalization;

c) to promote the cooperation between the ones in charge of the internationalization in the Higher Education institutions and similar organizations, both national and international level;

d) to organize both interest groups and work groups that are seen as necessary or convenient for the attainment of its goals and aims,

e) to create favourable conditions for the definition of joint methodologies and strategies;

f) to produce and to spread information;

g) to organize training courses and actions;

h) to organize conferences, workshops or other similar events and to encourage its associates to participate in events such as these, in Portugal and abroad;

i) to pay consultancy services aiming for the creation of international relations bodies in the Higher Education institutions both in Portugal and abroad, more specifically in the portuguese speaking countries.


