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In a social media infused world, revolutionary movements in need of spreading the word,
seem caught in a vicious cycle; in need of media for the creation of networks and frames
that will allow them to reach wider audiences, causes such as feminism, gay rights or
ecology often result in extensive marketing strategies for products that become associated
with them through targeted ads. While there are positive results coming out of popular
protest movements such as Me Too, there needs to be a more cautious approach to the
study of this new type of activism. While on a surface level it appears like progress is
being made, the current political panorama tells us otherwise: the extreme right is on the
rise as are highly conservative parties, we are living in a highly polarized world. Perhaps
part of the issue is our insistence to consider that change on a cultural level (TV shows,
celebrities, literature, art etc.) is conducive of long-term sociopolitical change. The
current trending modes of protest and activism such as hashtag (#) and celebrity activism
as well as the general implication of social media in the world of protest need to be
carefully considered, not only because they create an erroneous idea of positive change,
but because they could be altering the notion of protest at its core. This paper will try to
establish a trajectory of protest as we understand it now, starting from the iconic
counterculture movements of the 1960s in the United States as well as some European
countries. This approach is taken because of the hypothesis that in doing a historiography
of protest we will be able to identify key moments where the concept’s meaning began to
be displaced out of the sphere of the political and into the sphere of the cultural - or even -
the aesthetic. In order to achieve that this essay will be looking at the means through
which the contrarian groups mobilized in the 1960s and analyze them for similarities and
differences between current ones. This paper ultimately aims to establish a continuum of
protest-aestheticization throughout the past sixty years and, perhaps, even suggest some

ideas for a restoring of protest as a valid tool for sociopolitical change in a macro level.
Bibliography:
Adorno, T. and Horkheimer, M. (1997). Dialectic of Enlightenment. London and Brooklyn:

Verso.

Benjamin, W. (1969). The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction. In Arendt, H.

ed. llluminations. New York, NY: Schocken Books.

Bauman, Z. (2000). Liquid Modernity. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press.



Braunstein, P, Doyle, M.W. (2002). Imagine Nation: The American Counterculture of the
1960s and '70s. New York & London: Routledge.

Butler, J.(1997). The psychic life of power. Stanford, CL: Stanford University Press.

Butler, J. (2018). Notes Toward a Performative Theory of Assembly. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press.

Della Porta, D et al. (2017). Movement Parties Against Austerity. Cambridge, UK: Polity
Press.

Debaurd, G. (1995). The Society of the Spectacle. New York, NY: Zone Books.

Eagleton, T. (1990)The Ideology of the Aesthetic. Oxford, UK: Blackwell.

Foucault, M. (1995). Discipline and Punish. New York, NY: Vintage Books.

Fried, M. (1967). Art and Objecthood. Retrieved from
http://atc.berkeley.edu/201/readings/FriedObjcthd.pdf .

Gramsci, A. (1971). Selections from the Prison Notebooks. Hoare, Q and Noell Smith, G.

Eds. London, UK: International Publishers.

Marcuse, H. (1972). An Essay on Liberation.: Middlesex, UK: Pelican Books.

Marcuse, H. (1965). Repressive Tolerance in R.P. Wolff, B. Moore Jr., and H.
Marcuse, A Critique of Pure Tolerance (81-123). Boston, MA: Beacon Press.

Medina, J. (2013). The Epistemology of Resistance : Gender and Racial Oppression,
Epistemic, Injustice, and Resistante Imaginations (Studies in Feminist Philosophy). Nueva

York: Oxford University Press.

Polleta, F. (2006). It was like a fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics. Chicago &

London: The University of Chicago Press.

Ranciere, J. (2007). On the shores of politics. London & New York: Verso.


http://atc.berkeley.edu/201/readings/FriedObjcthd.pdf

Ranciere, J. (2000). The Politics of Aesthetics: The Distribution of the Sensible. Translated by
Gabriel Rockhill. London, UL: Continuum.

Williams, R. (2000). The Long Revolution. Cardigan, Wales: Parthian Books.



