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The Theme
The  conference  targets  political  decision-makers,  academics  and  practitioners  of
internationalisation and features high-level speakers, from the European Commission, national
government  and European higher education  associations  and networks.   It  is  intended to
assess  past  achievements  of  networks  and multilateral  “networked” cooperation in Europe,
and, more important, to establish an agenda of future needs in the framework of the Bologna
Process. Its results will be brought to the attention of the Berlin ministerial meeting of autumn
2003, and thus be fed directly into the next stages of the Bologna Process. 

In thematic terms, the conference will  focus on mobility, joint curriculum development (joint
Masters and Ph.D. programmes), quality assurance, and credit systems, amongst others. With
a  view  to  these  activities,  it  will  explore  the  achievements  and  future  opportunities  of
institution-wide, discipline-base and regional cross-border networks, and it will take a look at
recently created consortia and initiatives. 

Hanover: The City and the University
The conference will take place in the city of Hanover, the capital and the cultural, economic and
scientific centre of the German Federal State Lower Saxony.  Hanover, a city with a population
of over half a million, is located in the heart of Germany.  It is particularly well-known as a
business  location,  playing  host  annually  to  the  largest  industry  fair  of  the  world,  and  to
“CEBIT”,  the world’s  biggest  computer  fair.  The  city  also  hosted the last  world exhibition
“EXPO”. However, Hanover is at the same time a very green city, with almost half of its surface
area made up of parks, forests and lakes. 

Hanover is  also a centre of academia and learning.  Its rich and wide spectrum of higher
education  institutions  enrol  a  total  of  38  000  students.  The  largest  of  these  academic
institutions  is  the  University  of  Hanover,  which  will  host  the  conference.  With  a  student
population of some 27 000, this research-intensive university offers a comprehensive range
undergraduate,  postgraduate  and  doctoral  programmes  in  the  natural  and  engineering
sciences,  in  the  humanities  and  social  sciences,  as  well  as  in  law  and  business  studies.
European and  international  cooperation is  a  core element  of  the university’s  mission.  The
university is particularly dedicated to attracting foreign students with high academic potential,
and has for this purpose created a wide range of international Master programmes taught in
English.  

Travel and Venue
Hanover is easy to reach by plane, train and car.  Its international airport offers direct flight
links to a large number of destinations in Europe (www.hannover-airport.de).  Hanover is also
a major hub in Germany’s high-speed train network, and thus just slightly over an hour away
from Hamburg and Berlin, only a bit more than two hours from Frankfurt, and not even three
hours  from Cologne  (www.bahn.de).  The  City  is  also  well-connected  to  the  national  and
European motorway system. 
 
The conference will  be held in the  Leibnizhaus, the university’s conference centre and guest
house for visiting faculty. The Leibnizhaus  is located in the centre of the city, a few minutes
away from the central railway station. 

Conference Fee, Accommodation and Further Information
The  conference fee is  140  Euro  for  ACA  members,  and  170  Euro  for  non-members.  For
registrations received after 15 July, an additional top-up fee of 25 Euro is charged. The fee
covers participation in the conference, all conference materials, the conference dinner, coffees
and biscuits during coffee breaks, and a farewell snack. 
Hotel rooms can be reserved with the enclosed registration form.  



In case of any questions, please contact Ms.  Maaike Dhondt at the ACA Secretariat, 15, Rue
d’Egmontstraat, 1000 Brussels (Belgium), Phone: ++32 2 513 22 41, Fax: ++32 2 513 17 76,
info@aca-secretariat.be. 

Programme

Sunday 1 September

13.30 Welcome
Professor Liselotte Klage, Vice President, University Hanover 
Dr. Hermann Müller-Solger, Bologna Coordinator, German Federal 

Ministry of Education and Research  
Bernd Wächter, Director Academic Cooperation Association  

14.00 Opening Keynote
Peter van der Hijden, Acting Head of Unit, European Commission, DG 
Education and Culture 
The Role of Networks and Networking in European Higher Education 
Innovation

14.45 Coffee Break

15.15 Koen Delaere, Director, Coimbra Group 
Institution-Wide Networks

16.00 Professor Dietmar Fenge, University of Hanover (ELPIS) 
Professor Wolfgang Mackiewicz, Free University Berlin, Director ELC 
Disciplinary Networks: the Examples of ELPIS and ELC

17.00 Dr. Beat Münch, EUCOR, University of Basel (tbc1)
Cross-Border Regional Cooperation: The Case of EUCOR

17.30 End of First Conference Day

18.15 Guided tour of the inner city of Hanover

20.00 Conference Dinner 

Tuesday 2 September

9.00 Professor Andrew Hamnett, Principal, University of Strathclyde, 
Chairman ECIU 
Competitive Networks: the Example of ECIU

9.30 Professor Noel Wheelan, University of Limerick, Campus Europae (tbc)
M. Hugues Morvan, Ministry of National Education, Paris (tbc)

1 Tbc = to be confirmed



New Foundations in European Networking: Campus Europae and 
“Airbus Universitaire”

10.30 Coffee Break

11.00 Panel Discussion
The Role of European Networks in Bologna and Other European 
Innovation Agendas 
Chair: Dr. Siegbert Wuttig, Head of EU Section, DAAD
Peter van der Hijden, European Commission 
Dr. Hermann Müller-Solger, German Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research  
Ms. Carla Delfos, Executive Director, ELIA (tbc)
Bernd Wächter, ACA

12.30 In Lieu of Conference Conclusions: Comments of a “Participant 
Observer”
Professor Dr. Barbara Kehm, Halle/Kassel  

13.00 End of Conference 


