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All ACA Papers are available as a traditional print version but can now also be obtained as a
pdf.

The world-wide distribution of the ACA Papers has prompted us to offer our customers both
versions of distributing them. Those wishing to avoid long overland or airmail postal routes
now have the opportunity to read the publication directly and swiftly – either on the screen or
printed out. 

So you can choose whether you would like to have the publication delivered to your address
by post or whether you wish to have it sent to your e-mail address electronically, as a pdf.

Order the version you prefer on the following fax form or send an e-mail to info@lemmens.de

The pdf will be sent to you on the same day. For anyone interested overseas and in other
European countries, this is a time-saving, cheap alternative. You will then receive a bill in the
pdf attachment. You simply confirm receipt and have the opportunity to either transfer the
amount billed to our account or send us a cheque.
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HANDBOOK OF EUROPEAN
ASSOCIATIONS IN 
HIGHER EDUCATION
“It is an excellent publication and will make it 
easier for us to co-operate with our neighbours.”

Klaus Landfried
President
Hochschulrektorenkonferenz, Germany

“Let me sincerely congratulate you on this publication –
it is exceptionally useful, and distinguishes itself 
from other books by valuable and well-structured
information, but particularly by the deep and thorough
words of analysis.”

Andras Szucs
Secretary General
European Distance Education Network

ACA PAPERS ON 
INTERNATIONAL 

COOPERATION IN 
EDUCATION

In 1999, ACA started its own monograph series.
The ACA Papers on International Cooperation in
Education, published by Lemmens Verlag in
Bonn/Germany, were an immediate success. 
All of the books are standard reading in educa-
tional internationalisation, and they are quoted 
widely. 

The books combine the advantages of readabili-
ty with a sound research base. Most of them
emerged from ACA’s projects in the field of an-
alysis and research. Read more about the indi-
vidual publications below. 

Friedhelm Maiworm,
Bernd Wächter (eds.):

English-Language-Taught Degree Pro-
grammes in European Higher Education.
Trends and Success Factors
Bonn: Lemmens 2002 
(ISBN 3-932306-47-3)
136 pages
paperback: 19.80 €
pdf file: 12.00 €

The latest book in the series explores the quality
and quantity of English-language-taught degree
programmes (ELTDPs) in 19 European countries
where English is not the native language. The
study maps the provision of ELTDPs identifying
the general level of provision, the picture in dif-
ferent countries, the type, the size and age of the
institutions offering ELTDPs, and the main sub-
ject areas in which they are being offered. It also
addresses qualitative issues of ELTDPs by iden-
tifying key factors of importance for any institu-
tion intending to start or widen the provision of
ELTDPs, such as motivation, institutional ap-
proaches and the role of single actors inside an
institution, marketing, language proficiency, or-
ganisation, funding, accreditation and quality 
assurance, and intended or unexpected spin-off
effects. The book concludes with a set of recom-
mendations for good practice in the conception,
planning, introduction and operation of ELTDPs. 

Ulrich Teichler (ed.): 
Erasmus in the SOCRATES Programme. 
Findings of an Evaluation Study 
Bonn: Lemmens 2002 
(ISBN 3-932306-41-4) 
232 pages 
paperback: 19.80 €
pdf file: 12.00 €

ERASMUS, the “flagship” among the educatio-
nal programmes of the European Union, under-
went substantial programmatic and structural
changes when it became a sub-programme un-
der the umbrella of the SOCRATES programme
in the mid-1990s. The role of the centre of the
university was strengthened at the expense of
the networks of departments, and more empha-
sis was placed on curricular innovation, teach-
ing staff mobility and on involvement of the
non-mobile students. As part of the SOCRATES
2000 Evaluation Study, this study aims to exam-
ine the changes that occurred in ERASMUS in
the late 1990s. It draws on available documents
and statistics, and comprises surveys of stu-
dents, graduates and academics as well as inter-
views with those involved in curricular innova-
tion and “thematic networks”. The authors call
for efforts to keep academics involved, to estab-
lish administrative procedures based on trust
and to ensure a stronger role of curricular inno-
vation.

Bernd Wächter (ed.):
The Virtual Challenge to International Co-
operation in Higher Education. A Project of 
the Academic Cooperation Association
Bonn: Lemmens 2002 
(ISBN 3-932306-40-6) 
120 pages 
paperback: 19.80 €
pdf file: 12.00 €

Based on the outcome of an international expert
seminar held in Fjaerland/Norway in June 2001,
this book explores the phenomenon of online 
learning and its relationship to the present con-
cepts of internationalisation. Will e-learning re-
place partly or fully classroom-based instruc-
tion, and will the new “click universities” per-
haps even endanger the existence of (some of
the) “brick-and-mortar” institutions? Will online
education put an end to international mobility
and exchange, and other forms of internationali-
sation? How can and should funding agencies in
the field of international cooperation respond to
the new virtual paradigm? This publication 
tackles these and related questions in twelve 
articles by authors from four continents and an
introduction by the editor.

ACA IN A NUTSHELL
The Academic Cooperation Association (ACA) is
a European network dedicated to the manage-
ment, analysis and improvement of education
cooperation in Europe and beyond. Its main fo-
cus is on higher education, but it also covers 
other education sectors as well as training. ACA
was founded in July 1993 as a non-profit inter-
national association under Belgian law. Its 
secretariat is located in Brussels, within easy 
reach of the European institutions.

ACA is a membership organisation. Currently,
there are 20 European and four non-European
(associate) members, all of which are major na-
tionally-based organisations responsible for the
promotion and funding of educational internation-
alisation in their countries. Between them, they
run hundreds of funding programmes. Their
combined staff, each one of them a specialist in
international education, number several thou-
sand, and their combined operating budgets
amount to over one million euros.

www.aca-secretariat.be



Bernd Wächter (ed.):
Handbook of European Associations 
in Higher Education. A Practical 
Guide to Academic Networks in 
Europe and Beyond
Bonn: Lemmens 2000 
(ISBN 3-932306-37-6) 
183 pages 
paperback: 31.00 €
pdf file: 12.00 €

European cooperation in higher education has
increased dramatically in the last 15 years. Dur-
ing the same period, a large number of academ-
ic associations have come into being. While a
few insiders know their names, hardly anyone
knows what they actually do. What is their histo-
ry? What are their aims, their main activities,
their publications and their most noteworthy
projects? How are they governed? This publica-
tion answers these and many other related
questions. It attempts to shed light on the “inner
workings” of the 37 most relevant academic net-
works in Europe in the form of standardised
portraits. The book also contains a number of
short profiles of important higher education as-
sociations from outside Europe, as well as a
“postscript” analysis containing a short typology
and history of European networks in the tertiary
sector.

Bernd Wächter (ed.):
Internationalisation in European 
Non-University Higher Education. A Project 
of the Academic Cooperation Association
Bonn: Lemmens 1999 
(ISBN 3-932306-35-x) 
255 pages 
paperback: 13.00 €
pdf file: 12.00 €

Europe´s universities have a long tradition of
international cooperation. But what about the
non-university type of higher education institu-
tion, such as the Dutch hogescholen, the Ger-
man Fachhochschulen, or the Irish Institutes of
Technology? It is often assumed that internatio-
nal cooperation activities these young institu-
tions engage in are quite limited. However, little
research has been devoted to the issue so far.
The Academic Cooperation Association (ACA)
therefore decided to explore the level of interna-
tionalisation in Europe’s “non-universities”. The
present publication contains state-of-the-art re-
ports from 15 European countries and the pa-
pers of a seminar of international experts ex-
ploring the topic in a cross-European thematic
approach.

Bernd Wächter (ed.): 
Internationalisation in Higher Education. 
A Paper and Seven Essays on International
Cooperation in the Tertiary Sector
Bonn: Lemmens 1999 
(ISBN 3-932306-33-3) 
172 pages 
pdf file: 12.00 €

Internationalisation and international coopera-
tion have moved centre-stage as themes in the
current higher education debate. But what does
internationalisation actually mean? What are the
motives that lead universities and other higher
education institutions to systematically cooper-
ate with partners in other countries and conti-
nents? What are the typical activities in interna-
tional collaboration? What are the policies and
strategies that drive them? How can a whole
continent be internationalised? These are some
of the questions explored in the present publica-
tion. It consists of an overview paper on the
main issue of internationalisation and seven es-
says on particular aspects of this theme.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

ACA AIMS TO 

■ promote internationalisation in education
and training,

■ be a think-tank on all matters related to
international cooperation,

■ set the agenda in international cooperation
by means of advocacy, and

■ facilitate contact and cooperation between
member organisations and provide them
with up-to-date information. 

ACTIVITIES
ACA Conferences and Seminars explore novel
themes and trends in (higher) education in Eu-
rope and across the globe. They identify new
challenges and formulate intelligent responses
going beyond conventional wisdom. 

Most events target educational leaders and apply
a strict on-invitation-only policy. Some seminars
are organised in collaboration with sister organi-
sations. 

ACA also engages in the management of pro-
grammes and projects. These activities are usu-
ally carried out for clients at national and Euro-
pean level, such as the European Union, or at
national government level. One example is the
SOCRATES & LEONARDO Technical Assistance
Office, which helps the EU implement its two
large education cooperation programmes of the
same names. 

Advocacy and Policy Advice. ACA member or-
ganisations constitute a massive pool of exper-
tise in (higher) education cooperation policy.
Making this experience and knowledge available
to stakeholders, ACA pleads for innovation and
advises national governments, international or-
ganisations and individual education institutions
on policy formulation. 

Provision of informa-
tion for and support of 
cooperation between
members is another 
activity focus. ACA runs
a number of working 
and task groups, and 
it provides a highly-
esteemed monthly news
service for members. 

More than any of the above, however, research
and evaluation is the main focus of ACA’s work.
The long list of studies and programme and pro-
ject evaluations which the Association produced
in recent years all serve to enhance innovation
and improve practice in internationalisation – in
Europe and beyond. 

The ACA Papers on International Cooperation
in Education form a central element of the re-
search and evaluation strategy. 

www.aca-secretariat.be

ENGLISH-LANGUAGE-
TAUGHT DEGREE
PROGRAMMES IN
EUROPEAN HIGHER
EDUCATION
“Congrats on this very timely and
useful book.”

Peggy Blumenthal
Vice President
Institute of International
Education, New York


