Anastasia, The Ballet: Lie, Dissociation or Delusion
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Introduction

The Ballet Anastasia, by Sir Kenneth McMillan', is among the countless artistic fruitions blossomed from the story of Anna Anderson, a polish
woman whose claims of possession of the identity of Grand Duchess Anastasia of Russia ignited fervorously conflicting opinions.

McMillan's strongly expressionist creation, along with this shared belief, depicts Anderson’s psychiaisigmospitalization and the despair of her struggle
regaining her memory after the murder of her parents and siblings, as well as convincing others of s a strikingly vivid, nightmarish raw way.

Anderson was later disproved to be the tsars’ heir, notwithstanding the lack of claravoyance on whig he claims had their roots in delusion,
amnesic dissociationor a mere lie.

This work drinks from this choreographer’s piece of artistict sublimation, along with a multiplicity € '.L s to elaborate on the phenomenology of
psychopathology.
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7" of February 192(°, a young woman attempted suicide in Berlin by jumping off the Bendlerstrasse bridge. She had no
on documents and was unable to identify herself, speaking german with an accent described as russian and ending up ;
s Fréulein Unbekannt ("Miss Unknown") to a mental hospital in Dalldorf. Grand [
ars into her addmission, a fellow inpatient, Clara Peuthert, claimed her to be the Grand Duchess Anastasia Nikolaevna of
2a Malinovsky, a nurse working in the facility, added years later that the woman had told her so®. These events set flames
Divalence and scrutiny revolving her identity over the following years.

2 woman recieved several visitts from russian eminent figures, some of them members of the Romanov family or servants with
int vith them, like physicians, grooms of chamber, tutors or nursemaids>*°, resulting in very divergent and vaguely
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ttempts at claiming Tsar's estate outside of the Soviet Union, which could only be released to relatives®#>%, using Francizcas’s
2ations were recieved with hostility by the remaining Romanovs, leading her to flee and aquire the name of Anna Aderson, after
h, a pattern of self-destructive behavior arose, with tantrums and on one occasion even running around naked on the roof>°. :
An order was signed committing her to a mental hospital’. g,
t was only in 1970, the lawsuits came to an end, with neither able to establish Anderson’s identity*>’. In the absence of any
direct documentary proof or solid physical evidence, the question of whether she was Anastasia was for many a matter of personal
belief*’.

hroughout Anna’s life, many of the characters’ she encountered desire for secondary gain was undeniable, and she could have
n at some point exploited in her obvious vulnerability. If it was her own too, remains unknown.
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he abandoned mine serving as a mass grave near Yekaterinburg was found to hold the remains of t
1991, which were identified by skeletal analysis and DNA testing”. The bodies of the remaining two c
none of the Tsar's four daughters survived the shooting of the Romanov family'®'!2. Anderson's was
not a match.

So, was she delusional, experiencing dissociation or a i

‘ Discussic

L & [

o ’

both accept, support and share. The affected individual psychotic or not, tends tc

e first claim emerged from Clara Peuthert.

[jelUSlOn of Grandeur: The unarguable belief the one is a figu"r

pansion of affects.

'lvjliiafﬁ|l—--- a

2 e nastas [ kKhutdinova, Gu _ahti, Arlene; Hildebrandt, Curtls |ttler Elle enomic identification in the histc
106 (13): 5258—5263 Blbcode 2009PNAS 106 5258R d0| 10.1073/pnas. 0811190106 PMC 2664067 PMID 19251637 12. Discovery solves mystery of last Czar's family, ( the original on 21 May 2008 13. Oyebode, F
ed.). Elsevier Saunders.



	Slide 1

